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Inspiring Innovations
Project
Stuart Davis, Principal

“We shape our buildings,
thereafter our buildings
shape us.”
The immortal words of Winston Churchill aptly
describe the significant impact our physical environs
have on shaping our behaviours, attitudes and
wellbeing.
In his influential book, The Poetics of Space written
nearly 60 years ago, Gaston Bachelard articulated
the profound impact architectural design and the
surrounding landscapes have on the human psyche.
Bachelard contended that our minds thrive in spaces

The eldest of these is Harefield House, which is

that allow us to daydream, and stagnate in spaces that

approaching its 140th birthday. It was, until recent

are depressing or oppressive. He made the case that

years, the home of Music and Art, both of which are

improving the ‘poetics of space’ not only stimulates

now enjoying new settings in environments that more

us to think differently, but to interact and engage with

fully support and reward learning, engagement and

others more purposefully and thereby create a more

performance. We have optimised the magnificent

uplifting atmosphere.

historical spaces of Harefield to house senior
administration staff, provide facilities to reunite and

Bachelard’s insights align with our understanding that

celebrate our community, and develop the College

design, use of colour, light and the flow of buildings

museum. The wit of our students is not lost on me

are significant factors in creating the ideal learning

when they associate the proximity of my office to that

environments. The review of our Senior School

of the museum!

architecture and infrastructure has been timely,
creating a strong motivational desire to seek greater

The recent completion of the renovation of the year

benefit from our structures.

7 and 8 spaces, the science laboratories, cafeteria
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and Cornish Library relocation have ensured that our

but can now only comfortably accommodate a single

Middle School building and infrastructures are a more

year level.

coherent reflection of our practices and aspirations.
The building affectionately known as Mirams, after
The completion of the new Visual Arts Centre along

Mrs Mirams, will also be replaced in the next iteration

with the imminent completion of the new Drama

of building developments. This house built for

and Theatre studios have enhanced the experiences

Mrs Mirams was a replica of her home at 11 Peacock

and opportunities for excellence, which our students

Street, Brighton, which I understand remains today.

openly appreciate. The Learning Futures Project that
will accommodate year 12 for 2018 and 2019 before

In a recent conversation, a parent asked if there was

becoming the domain of year 9, will be completed

too much of a focus on buildings at the expense of

prior to the commencement of term 4, which is

investing in teaching and learning. It was an excellent

very exciting.

challenge and one that I am constantly at pains to
address. Before sharing the benefits of the next stages

Both the Learning Futures Project and Visual

of our Master Plan, it is worth revisiting the priority

Arts Centre have clearly recognised not only the

given in recent years to innovative practices that have

profound importance of architectural design, but

transformed and enhanced our educational offerings

also Bachelard’s perspectives of the surrounding

and outcomes.

landscapes on the human psyche by ensuring that
they provide an aesthetic quality that supports

Our first investment was the transformation to

social engagement, opportunities for creativity

our structure of the day, which provided greater

and wellbeing.

opportunity to introduce new electives and created
the equivalent of an increase in contact teaching time

We are most fortunate to have benefited from the

for our year 11 and 12’s by as much as an additional

strategic and subsequent master planning undertaken

week in each of their last two years of study.

by the College Council that now enables us to
focus on the remaining facilities that do not

A review of class size was also undertaken and it was

adequately support the learning of our current

determined that we would move from a maximum

and future students.

class size of 25 to 22 across all year levels.

As shared previously, our attentions now turn to

These investments were followed by the most

the Merton Building, which was built as a mental

significant reallocation of resources, a reduction to the

hospital and whose solid walls were designed to

number of classes taught and/or the overall contact

facilitate single cells or wards, but most definitely not

teaching time so that our teachers could spend more

21st Century teaching and learning environments.

time observing each other, collaborating to strengthen

This building occupies a very large footprint yet only

curriculum and improve pedagogical practice, whilst

provides eight classrooms, seven offices and a medium

also ensuring time to provide the all-important

sized hall that once accommodated an entire school,

feedback to students. These conversations have
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resulted in the emergence of numerous new electives

We are told daily that the world is changing at an

across all existing faculties in addition to our newest

exponential rate, but in truth this is not a new message.

faculty, STEM, all of which have captured the interest

More than 2,000 years have passed since the Roman

and imagination of our students.

Emperor, Marcus Aurelius, stated what he believed
to be the fundamental truth. “The whole universe is

The success of our newest venture in STEM has

change and life itself is but what you deem it.”

been acknowledged by The Educator magazine who
have nominated St Leonard’s College as being in

Schools are being challenged as to what they ‘deem’

Australia’s top 40 Innovative Schools for 2017. I

are the important elements of an exceptional

believe this result reflects the strong foundations

education. There is a relentless flow of perspectives

we have built through focusing on what matters

and ideas to identify elements that should be included

most, our educational philosophy, our curriculum,

but few offer a holistic perspective of an exceptional

our pedagogies and the effective utilisation of our

education. If it is true that information learned in

most critical resource, our teachers. Our success

the first year at university will be redundant by the

lies in providing them with the time and supportive

final year of study in many faculties, then the very

infrastructure and technologies to impact on the

best of school education must strive to meet two

learning of our young people.

fundamental outcomes. The first is the criteria to
enter university and the second is to ensure that our

One of our most exciting strategic innovations

young people are ‘innovation ready’. I would invite

has resulted in a partnership forged with Harvard

anybody that doubts the magnitude of this challenge

University’s Project Zero, Cultures of Thinking. This

to download a copy of Price Waterhouse Cooper’s

powerful partnership assisted our desire to focus

provocative paper entitled Workforce of the future - The

beyond what we teach and how we teach, and to

competing forces shaping 2030. It is worth noting that

concentrate more firmly on how our young people

our youngest students in ELC 3 and 4 will leave school

learn. More than fifty of our academic leaders have

in 2030 and 2031, respectively.

engaged with Harvard University’s Ron Ritchhart,
resulting in greater coherence in our academic model

Whenever seeking inspiration and perspective we turn

from Reggio Emilia in ELC to year 12.

to our College Mission Statement, for irrespective of
how contemporary the issue, it is capable of guiding

Making Learning Visible emphasises the importance of

our thinking so that we can overcome any challenge.

engagement, documentation and feedback to ensure

The line: ‘St Leonard’s provides an exemplary, innovative

it is embedded in a culture that builds resilience and

education for its students’ is a classic example. It

growth mindsets by recognising that errors and failure

correlates with Jamie Field Baker’s perspective that

help provide the platform to modify and strengthen

innovation ensures relevance, which is a prerequisite

behaviours and strategies. The highly respected

to being exemplary and thereby sustainable. He wrote:

Canadian educational researcher and educator,

“Real innovation focuses on developing the culture

Michael Fullan, captures this perfectly; “While our

and skills of the whole school to solve problem after

‘moral imperative’ is to enhance the learning of

problem after problem with grace and ease. Innovation,

students, the key to success is to generate the very

as counterintuitive as it may sound, is not about ‘fixing’

conditions that make intrinsic motivation flourish and

broken systems. It inoculates a school from becoming

the effort worthwhile.”

irrelevant. Only by being relevant can a school be
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excellent. And only by being excellent can it

enhance their capacity for innovation and allow them

be sustainable.”

to thrive emotionally and socially.

Baker’s statement reinforces the importance of our

We are inspired by our architects, Ashton Raggatt

proactive and innovative approach that has brought

McDougall (ARM), who were recently named the

excellence to our timetable structures, curriculum,

overall winner of this year’s ‘Learning Environments

teaching expectations, curriculum electives and

Australasia 2017 Awards’, in addition to winning the

partnerships with world leading educational institutions

category: ‘An Education Initiative or a Design for an

to enhance pedagogical practice, whilst also seeking to

Innovative Program’ for their Arts West Building at the

consider the physical environs that support motivation,

University of Melbourne. They were also the architects

wellbeing, excellence and thereby sustainability.

for the Elisabeth Murdoch Hall – otherwise known
as the Melbourne Recital Centre – which reflects the

An innovative education requires powerful learning

expertise we seek in order to provide the very best

environments and teachers who have a demonstrable

environment for our current and future students

capacity to embrace change. We are fortunate at

and staff.

St Leonard’s College to enjoy a powerful staff, one
that understands the importance of modeling what we

With the support of the community we look forward

hope to develop in our young people.

to commencing the ‘Inspiring innovations Project’ in
2018 for a 2020 school year opening.

Our next innovational challenge is to provide our
Senior School students with the infrastructure that

There are three core components to the Inspiring

elevates their academic and social engagement,

Innovation Project and they include:

allowing them to explore their passions, collaborate

The Leonardian Centre, the Agora and the Senior

with peers, challenge ideas and develop skills that will

School Building.

The Leonardian Centre

The Agora

Senior School Building
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The Leonardian Centre
Community has always been important to St Leonard’s College and it is in our assemblies that we define our
culture, reflect our identity and reward what we value. Our current reliance on the Kevin Wood Centre (KWC)
for sport, music, theatre, exams and assemblies prevents the appropriate articulation of all of these key activities
and gatherings. The 600-seat auditorium will comfortably accommodate each of our four schools, in addition to
providing the environment that our debating, music and drama performances deserve. The stage will accommodate
large-scale ambitious musical and theatrical performances and will be complemented by a half fly tower, which
will house a professional theatre rigging system for curtains, lights and scenery, an acoustic control room and an
orchestra pit. The vaults of the Leonardian Centre will include a Systems Engineering Centre that will support and
excite the growing interest of our students.

Agora
The Greek term Agora means gathering space, a place where community assembles to celebrate their social
dimension. The St Leonard’s College Agora will be perfectly located at the intersection of Middle School and Senior
School, adjacent to the Cornish Library, Harefield House and the Senior School cafeteria. It will provide a stunning
and flexible environment and a sound shell that will support formal and informal performances including the
presentation of films.
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Senior School Building
The new Senior School building will provide a year 12 centre, underground car park, examination centre and
cafeteria. The building will also house the English and Humanities Faculties.
Year 12 Centre
The Year 12 Centre will offer a pre-university experience for students and will house classrooms, breakout spaces
and student common areas. Students will experience university-style lectures and work in small tutorial groups.
Diverse collaborative and individual learning spaces will help to prepare students for university study and beyond.
Car Park
The increase to underground car parking will ensure that all vehicular traffic can be removed from the school
grounds making them safer for students, staff and the broader community.
Examination Centre
A dedicated examination centre will provide a stimulating testing environment that mirrors the experiences our
students will encounter in a tertiary setting. It will be readily accessed by students from all year levels and will
provide the optimum light and ambient conditions that research confirms have a significant impact on outcomes.
Senior School Cafeteria
The new Senior School Cafeteria will provide an informal learning hub with a variety of capabilities including
hot-desking, booth seating, informal learning and collaboration. This space has been designed to support the
myriad of business and social justice events including Women in Science Breakfasts, International Women’s Day
and Indigenous Week for up to 150 people. It will enjoy flexible spaces that can be reconfigured to accommodate
a lectern and digital visual display. Most importantly, this space will provide the perfect environment to support the
social and emotional connection that will support their wellbeing.
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The Role of Performing Arts
in the Curriculum
Kim Anderson, Head of Theatre Production

What is it that makes
performance and
the Performing Arts
important in the education
and development of
a well-rounded student?

Performance is about transformation: making
extraordinary events out of ordinary material in full
view of an audience. The word theatre comes from
the Greeks. It means the seeing place. It is a place
where we gather to witness truths about life.
Engaging in the process of creating another world for
an audience that until that moment existed only within
the imagination, provides students with a powerful
tool to develop creativity. It teaches them resilience,
language and leadership skills. It is a collaborative

In a world that is increasingly digitised, moving quickly,

endeavor that inspires individualism while teaching

pushing from the actual to the virtual, and dominated

the importance of working within a group context to

by screens, snap chats, sound bites and tabloid

creatively solve problems.

headlines the Performing Arts offers a place where
students can slow down and deeply engage with their

Children learn to work behind the scenes as well

world in a meaningful way by sharing their experience

as on stage. By carrying out a variety of tasks and

with those around them through performance.

roles, they are able to look at experiences from
different vantage points appreciating every side

Performing Arts encompasses, embraces and

of the process. Witness a group of year 10

augments much of the ‘core curriculum’; it is language

Drama students work through mathematical

arts, it is science, it is mathematics, it is a foreign

equations in order to design and build a piece of

language. It is history, cultural studies, physical

scenery; see a handful of newly arrived international

education, business, technology and economics. It

students share their culture through movement

offers opportunities to see through the eyes of others,

and physical theatre breaking through language

providing students with pathways to unlock their

barriers; feel students grow as they push themselves

imagination, encouraging them to examine and make

fearlessly out of their comfort zones to communicate

sense of everything around them. Performing Arts is

complex ideas and concepts – powerful examples

not taught because students are expected to pursue a

of applied learning that highlight the connectedness of

career in theatre or performance, but rather to foster

the Performing Arts to the rest of the curriculum.

creativity and compassion.
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Engagement in the
Performing Arts
enables students to
amass a tool kit that
will benefit them
throughout their lives.

Performing Arts helps teach children self-reliance
and how to collaborate to reach a goal. It develops
reasoning and creative thinking, motivation and
concentration. It promotes interpersonal skills and
develops empathy and compassion for others. The
inventiveness involved in the Performing Arts extends
to emotional creativity in group settings, where
the focus is less on winning or losing, and more on
working together as an ensemble toward a shared
goal. Every child’s individual journey of development
is immeasurably augmented by involvement in the
Performing Arts.

Engagement in the Performing Arts enables students

Simply put - it prepares students for life. The

to amass a tool kit that will benefit them throughout

Performing Arts can help equip them to get their

their lives; flexibility, the ability to learn new skills, to

point across by encouraging them to brush up

be innovative and to strive for excellence. Learning

against the world and explain it for themselves and

to present in front of an audience allows students to

others. Whether it’s acting in a play, participating as

develop poise and overcome anxieties. Cementing

part of a backstage crew or performing in a musical,

lifelong friendships with others who have shared the

encouraging your child to participate in the Performing

performance experience is often an added bonus that

Arts is a great way to create a well-rounded education.

strengthens social interactions across their school
years. Self-esteem is enhanced along with the ability

“Logic will get you from A to B. Imagination will take you

to express emotions and develop and appreciate

everywhere.” – Albert Einstein

new perspectives.
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Innovation in Teaching Literacy
Pat Kenny, Head of Junior School

Literacy is at the heart
of a student’s ability to
learn and succeed in
school and beyond. It is
essential we give every
student the best chance
to master literacy so they
can meet the challenges
of 21st century life.

In 2016 we acquired the services and expertise of
Michelle Hutchison, an experienced classroom and
special education teacher in the field of literacy,
dyslexia and learning difficulties. Michelle has extensive
academic qualifications in the field of learning. She
spent many years researching and lecturing at the
University of Melbourne, training undergraduate
teachers, special education teachers and education
psychologists. Michelle has extensive experience
working in state, catholic and independent schools,
as well as school leadership in curriculum. She is well
known for her unique ability to interpret research into
simple, easy-to-follow guidelines for teachers.

Therefore, it is vital we ensure teachers have the

The first phase of the ‘literacy project’ was an

knowledge, skills, leadership and support to make

intensive professional learning program for our prep

a quantum leap in the quality of literacy teaching.

teachers. Large scale reviews of reading agree on the

That is why the Junior School at St Leonard’s College

components of reading programs. The five pillars of

embarked on a Literacy Project at the start of 2016.

reading include:

This two-year project will ensure that we have the

• Phonemic awareness

best and most innovative program that will ensure our

• Phonics

youngest learners have the foundation skills that will

• Fluency

generate success.

• Vocabulary
• Comprehension
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These reviews also find that the most effective way
of teaching these five pillars is through direct explicit
instruction. Direct explicit instruction is especially
fundamental for the code base components of reading,
phonemic awareness and phonics. The methodological
shift for our teachers was to focus on teaching an
explicit, multi-sensory approach that teaches sounds
and letters at the same time in the meaningful context
of a word. The project looked at instruction in the key
areas of teaching sounds and letters, phonological
and phonemic awareness, reading strategies, high
frequency words, handwriting and writing.
The second stage was introducing Prep to year 4
teachers to a new approach to spelling called, SMART

The ‘literacy project’
will ensure that we
have the best and
most innovative
program that will
ensure our youngest
learners have the
foundation skills that
will generate success.

Spelling, developed by Michelle Hutchison. This is a
structured, multi-sensory approach that caters for
different levels of spelling ability in one class. Teachers

which isn’t just an approach to spelling, it’s an

are shown how to explicitly teach sound – letter links

approach to literacy. It proves that early intervention

(The Alphabetic Principle), syllables, the 44 different

is best when developing those literacy foundation

sounds and their most common spelling patterns. The

skills in our youngest students.

SMART Spelling program has a clear explanation of
the four areas of spelling knowledge: phonological,

Indeed, we now have an innovative program in place

orthographic, etymological and morphemic. Junior

because it literally reaches all of our students, and its

School teachers are passionate about this program

brilliance is in its simplicity.
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Bangladesh Dinner
Cameron Sayers, Senior School Head of House - Forster

If you took the time to
think about the many
and varied social justice
initiatives that our
College is involved in,
you would be amazed at
the breadth of experience
and opportunity that our
students are exposed to in
the name of philanthropy.

That is many years of learning what it means to
give back to the community – acting locally and
thinking globally.
The annual Bangladesh Dinner is one such initiative
– our relationship with Fred Hyde Schools for over
25 years and the passion that our school community
has for social justice has seen the Bangladesh Dinner
grow into a spectacular event.
In true St Leonard’s style, the Kevin Wood Centre is
each year transformed into the setting for a night of
fabulous food and entertainment, all in the spirit of
giving and all in the name of charity.
The hosts for the evening are our senior school

Whether serving locally at the Sacred Heart Mission in

students and most notably our year 12 Student

St Kilda or internationally through the CUE program,

Council – traditional custodians of the event. These

our young people actively demonstrate a strong sense

young men and women are the perfect ambassadors

of community awareness through their involvement in

for our College and work tirelessly to stage the event

philanthropic projects.

from year to year.

These are not ‘flash in the pan’ type initiatives that

This year’s event held on Saturday, 23 June was

make us feel good, but enduring relationships that our

a spectacular success. Over 300 guests dined on

students have continued to build over many years.

delicious food and were treated to spectacular
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performances and service by our wonderful senior
school student hosts. This year was our most
successful Bangladesh Dinner, with over $43,000
raised through the generous bidding of our guests to
secure their prized item.
The night would not be the same without the
generosity of our gifted and talented performers
who spent many hours preparing performances to
present at the Dinner. Michael Gotze (year 12) sang
an original song, ‘Help the Children’ and Meghna Mitra,
(year 11) sang her original rendition of ‘Mountains’.
The Bangladesh Dance Troupe consisting of year 10
and 11 students was sensational with a hip-hop style
dance choreographed by Old Collegians Sarah White
and Amelia Tsindos.
A huge thank you goes to our generous College
community who contributed goods to the auctions.
Whether it is by donating a bottle of wine or a
corporate box at the Melbourne Cricket Ground, the
success of the night hinges on the spirit of giving in
support of this wonderful cause.

This year was our most
successful Bangladesh
Dinner event, with over
$43,000 raised through
the generous bidding
of our guests to secure
their prized item.
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Cocurricular Update
Jason Shulman, Director of Cocurriculum

Da dal Vinci Decathlon
Between Saturday 24 June and Tuesday 27 June, two
teams of year 7 and 10 students traveled to Knox
Grammar School in Sydney to represent St Leonard’s
College at the National da Vinci Decathlon.
The da Vinci Decathlon is an academic inter-school
competition that focuses on creativity, teamwork,
higher order thinking skills and problem solving.
Students compete in various disciplines including
mathematics, English, science, code breaking,
engineering, creative producers, cartography, general
knowledge, art and poetry.

2017 Generations in Jazz

This year, our year 7 team of Damien Hookway, Zoe

This year St Leonard’s entered four bands and three

Roberts, Bailey Parrot, Charlie McSwain, Ryan Waites,

3 choirs in Generations in Jazz; the National Jazz

Ethan Chong, Kane McInerney and Jenna Brown came

championships held in Mt Gambier.

second in the National Finals whilst our year 10 team
of Emerson Hurley, Helene Zhang, Luke Russo,

Such is the quality and breadth of our music program

Laura Rikard-Bell, Ted Barrett, Tessa van Veenendaal,

that we are one of only three schools in Australia who

Jamie Papps and Issy Barwick won first place in the

are able to enter ensembles in the highest divisions of

National Finals.

both the band and vocal competitions.
Our congratulations to the 121 students and 11 staff

To top it off, this is the second time the year 10 team

who were involved in this wonderful event including

have taken out the title since winning first place

Max Bruten (year 11) who was selected in the Division

last year as year 9 students. To win back-to-back

1 Superband and Toby Amiel (year 12) who was

championships is an outstanding and extraordinary

awarded the highest possible honour as a soloist in

achievement.

being named as a ‘Future Finalist’.
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Ayda’s Award Winning
Fanfare

Another amazing season
for the Hart Theatre
Company!

Congratulations to Ayda Akbal (year 10) who entered
the Artology Fanfare competition and has been

Once again, 2017 has been a remarkably busy year for

announced as one of eight winners across Australia.

the Hart Theatre Company.

Ayda’s composition was selected from over 100
entries and she will now travel to Sydney several times

Following on from a wonderful performance of Franz

over the next few months to work with Australian

Kafka’s The Trial by our Middle School students and

composers, conductors and sound engineers to

the Senior School’s presentation of Urinetown earlier

workshop and refine her composition which will then

in the year, the Middle School musical HONK! and the

be recorded by the Australian Youth Orchestra.

Senior School Play ‘Love and Information’ played to
packed out audiences.

Ayda’s winning fanfare composition will be used in
concert halls across Australia for a period of time as

Those who saw HONK! were impressed by the

the audience ‘cue bells’ to let people know it is time

‘children’s book’ look of the show’s sets and prop

to be seated in the auditorium for their concert. This

elements. From the inventive costumes to the simple

is a significant achievement and we look forward to

elegance of the lighting design, every detail of the

hearing the final orchestral version of Ayda’s fanfare!

show was a delight and told the story of difference
and acceptance with heart. With an orchestra of

To follow Ayda’s journey, visit https://artology.org.au/

student players, HONK! spotlighted not only the

portfolio-item/meet-the-2017-young-composers/

exceptional quality of our young singers and actors
but highlighted the musical prowess of our young
musicians as well.
Directly following HONK! the Senior School took their
show Love and Information on the road to the Shirley
Burke Theatre in Parkdale. Audiences were treated to
a thought provoking production performed with focus,
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enthusiasm and courage. The ensemble cast worked

5s placed 9th, and our year 7/8 team won bronze

as a seamless unit supporting the work in a manner

and in so doing qualified for the National Aerobics

that belied their years. Students within the cast and

Championships which will be held later in the year.

crew were afforded the opportunity of working in a
professional theatre and delivered to those fortunate

Our successes on the stage and floor have also

enough to have seen the play, a professional standard

included some wonderful Hip Hop performances with

that showcased the remarkable talent within our

a number of medal winning performances with teams

student body.

qualifying for national competitions. In addition, our
cheer sports teams continue to go from strength to
strength and will also compete in the national finals
having achieved outstanding results in the Australian
All-Star Cheerleading Federation (AASCF) Battles
in August.

Success in the pool,
on the track and... well
everywhere.
Having won the ACS Swimming Carnival for the third
The final production of the 2017 season is the year

year in a row earlier in the year, St Leonard’s College

5/6 musical, The Little Mermaid. The cast and crew

achieved an outstanding 2nd place overall in the ACS

are well into the rehearsal process for this show and

athletics with our year 7s taking out the boys, girls and

tickets will be on sale early in term 4.

aggregate pennants and our year 12 girls taking out
the title.

We are unbelievably proud of where the Hart Theatre
Company has taken our students over the past six

Summer premierships in Year 7 Boys Hockey, Year 7

years and we look forward to what lies ahead. It

Boys Softball, Year 8 Boys Cricket Year 8 Boys Softball

promises to be just as remarkable as what we have

and Year 8 Girls Soccer were followed by premierships

already achieved. Looking back to the company’s first

in the winter season in Year 7B Boys Soccer, Year 8

season where the trajectory started its arc, it is clear

Boys Tennis, Year 7A Boys Volleyball, Year 8A Girls

we are headed for the stars!

Basketball, Year 7B Girls Netball, Year 9 Boys Tennis,
Year 9A and Year 9B Girls Netball, 1sts and 2nds

Aesthetic Sporting
Triumphs

Netball team and Boys 2nds Soccer team.

The Aesthetic Sports, which include Cheer Sports

throughout the year to achieve a remarkable set of

Aerobics and Dance, have achieved some outstanding

results but also to the coaches and the entire sports

results in competitions throughout the year.

department for organising our teams who compete on

At the Aerobics State Finals, our year 3 team won

a weekly basis in ACS and community-based sporting

silver, our year 1 and 2 team won bronze, our year

competitions.
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Congratulations not only to all of the students who
have represented the College so magnificently

Well done Bella!
Congratulations to Bella (Isabella) Sewards (year 9)
who represented Victoria in the Under 17 Soccer
National Championships which was held at the
Australian Institute for Sport in Canberra in August,
a competition in which Victoria came runners up
to New South Wales having only lost one match for
the week.
Bella has also recently played in a series of six training
matches between the Victorian Young Matildas and
the Australian Under 20 National team.
We are extremely proud of Bella’s tenacity,
commitment to the game and application which
we hope will lead her to even greater success and
opportunities.
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St Leonard’s College

FOUNDATION
Supporting an education for life

Acknowledging our Donors
Jen Neate, Chair St Leonard’s College Foundation

Generosity and
community spirit sit at the
heart of our St Leonard’s
College community.
These traits are demonstrated by our students, staff
and families, current and past, in so many ways not
least of all through fundraising, volunteering, opening
homes to homestay students and donating to the
Foundation.
Whether it be the Building Fund, the Scholarship Fund
or a specific scholarship, our community continues

has embraced the Indigenous Scholarship with these

to give so that we can support building projects and

now awarded to three students from South Goulburn

educational opportunities that allow for diverse and

Island, all of whom have thrived from the educational

dynamic academic programs, cocurricular experiences

opportunities presented to them.

and pastoral care for our students.
The social justice focus of our Leonardian Scholarship
Since the inception of the Global Citizen Scholarship

resonates with some of our benefactors who so

in 2015, thanks to the generosity of Mike and

generously fund these scholarships each year. In

Nicki Amiel, other families have chosen to support

addition, our students can receive academic prizes

this scholarship. There are now five students

funded by donors to the Foundation and our list

receiving a St Leonard’s education as a result of

of bequestors continues to grow. Giving a gift of

these generous gifts.

education is life-changing for those who would
otherwise be unable to access such an opportunity.

Similarly, since our connection with the Indigenous

Continued support of the Building Fund through the

Warruwi School was established, our community

Annual Giving together with regular contributions paid
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with school fees has seen the development of the
Visual Arts Centre and Cornish Library both opening
within the last year. The Learning Futures project
and refurbished Thelma C Woolhouse Theatre
are both of which are both set to officially open in
November 2017.
All of this is due to our College culture of generosity

I would like to thank
our entire community of
donors for their support
of the 2016/17 financial
year Annual Giving.

and community spirit. We are delighted that the
2016/17 Annual Giving shows continued growth
and support of the Foundation. It is because of this
generosity that it is possible to commit to these
wonderful projects and life-changing opportunities.
We are excited to grow the culture of philanthropy
in our community so that we can further support
the Inspiring Innovations Project, a significant
development that will elevate the educational
experience of our students and enhance their capacity
to be innovative.
I would like to thank the entire community of donors
for their support of the 2016/17 financial year Annual
Giving. The generosity of those who continue to give
each year and those who have joined the Annual
Giving for the first time is so very much appreciated.
We recognise you in the following pages and look
forward to sharing more of our successes with you in
the coming months – successes only made possible
with your continued support.
For more information on how you can support

Book now for a great day of golf while supporting the
Foundation’s Global Citizen Scholarship
Friday 10 November 2017
Spring Valley Golf Club
Heatherton Road, Clayton South
Cost $95 per player
Bookings available at www.stleonards.vic.edu.au

the St Leonard’s College Foundation, please visit
stleonards.vic.edu.au or contact the Foundation at
foundation@stleonards.vic.edu.au or
tel. (03) 9909 9300.
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St Leonard’s College

FOUNDATION
Supporting an education for life
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Mr L Sathananthan & Ms A Aloysius
Mr A & Mrs R Scasserra

Mr M & Mrs R Schuh
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Mr C & Mrs A Sheppard
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Mr B & Mrs S Simons
Mr A & Mrs K Simpson
Mr J & Mrs K Smethurst
Mr R & Mrs B Smith
Mr M & Mrs A Somogyi
Mr P & Mrs T Steedman
Mr C Strang & Dr E Kotschet
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Mr J & Mrs A Sturgess
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Mr L Zhang & Mrs W Jiang
Mr T Zhou & Dr H Pan
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Ms Y Zhou
Mr A & Mrs P Zoungas
Mr D Zufic & Ms D Hudson
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Genevieve Kingsford
(OC2009)
Since graduating from St Leonard’s College in 2009,
Genevieve has pursued her passions for science,
music and theatre to forge a career that has seen her
perform in London and Australia and be recognised as
one of the newest and brightest stars on Australia’s
musical theatre horizon.
Genevieve’s passion for performance began in her
last year of primary school and continued for her six
years at St Leonard’s College. From the time that
she commenced at St Leonard’s College in year 7,
Genevieve threw herself wholeheartedly into the
College’s music and performing arts programs. A love
of music clearly runs in the Kingsford family with
Genevieve, her twin sister Grace (OC2009) and her
brother Wesley (OC2008), all active members of the
College’s various music ensembles and choirs.

Genevieve Kingsford is
one of those remarkable
women with talents that
span the Sciences and the
Creative Arts.

For Genevieve, choir became a strong focus and
provided her with many opportunities to perform.
After participating in Middle School Musical as year
8 students, Genevieve, Grace and a number of their
friends asked if they could participate in the Senior
School Musical as year 9 students. For Genevieve it
was all about wanting to be involved and have another
opportunity to experience the magic of performance.
After graduating in 2009, Genevieve’s love for music
and performance were put on hold as she pursued
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Although sorely disappointed not to secure this role,
Genevieve returned to Australia in January 2016
where she proactively sought agent representation
auditioning for the role of Clara in The Life Like
Company's production of The Light on the Piazza.
Genevieve described securing the role of Clara as
her “this is why” moment. The character of Clara
has a traumatic brain injury and Genevieve was
able to bring her neuroscience background to her
acclaimed performance in this role. In November
2016 Genevieve received the Rob Guest Endowment
Scholarship and went on to secure the Melbourne
another of her passions, her love of science, and

East End Theatre District Artist Development Award in

she enrolled in a degree in neuroscience at Monash

the same year.

University. Whilst the in-depth study of the mind
fascinated Genevieve, her love of theatre was still

Genevieve has since auditioned and been chosen

lurking in the wings and having taken a number of

for the role of Fiona in The Production Company’s

summer courses at the National Institute of Dramatic

performance of Brigadoon which will go on stage at

Arts (NIDA), she was encouraged to enrol in a full-time

the State Theatre, Art Centre Melbourne at the end of

course at NIDA.

October 2017.

In spite of this wonderful offer, Genevieve remained

Genevieve recalls her time at St Leonard’s College with

focused on her neuroscience studies but after

great fondness. The choir and theatre experiences at

completing her degree, she applied and was accepted

St Leonard’s College gave her “that feeling of joy of

to enter the prestigious London School of Musical

giving and receiving on stage”, a joy that Genevieve

Theatre in September 2013. It was this decision that

continues to give and receive in what will no doubt

marked the proverbial ‘fork in the road’ for Genevieve.

continue to be an illustrious musical theatre career.

In an industry that takes resilience and perseverance,
Genevieve embraced every opportunity that came her
way, a drive that she credits St Leonard’s College for
fostering. After graduating from the London School
of Musical Theatre, Genevieve secured a role in the
company’s award-winning production of Sweeney Todd
at London’s Twickenham Theatre.
Genevieve’s big “almost there” moment was getting
through to the fourth round of auditions for the
West End production of Phantom of the Opera.
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2017 Reunions
Class of 1977 - 40 year reunion
It doesn’t get much rowdier than a 1970’s reunion!
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Class of 1992 - 25 year reunion
As we arrived, the current St Leonard’s students took small
groups on a tour of the school. I don’t think everyone could
believe just how much the school had changed since we
were there, especially the update of the majority of buildings
and facilities (which look amazing), the new school uniforms
and the additional two houses; Newman and McMeekin.
It was so lovely to catch up with everyone and hear all about
what they have been doing since our last reunion.
We enjoyed reminiscing about our fond memories of our
time at St Leonard’s, especially the year 10 hike, our final
year at school and all the mischievous things we used to
get up to!
A big thank you to the College for hosting a fabulous
evening and making us all feel so welcome. Thank you also
to everyone from the class of ‘92 who attended and a special
mention to those few who made the extra effort to travel
from interstate to make it to the reunion. If you were
unable to attend this year we hope to see you in 2022 for
our 30 year reunion!
Melissa Murphy nee Beed (OC1992)
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Class of 1997 – 20 year reunion
As someone who loved my 13 years at St Leonard's I was
excited to return to the College for the Class of 1997’s
20 year reunion. Thirteen years is a long time to spend
anywhere these days but the idea of not being in school for

- reminiscing but also being blown away at the amount of
development that’s happened in the last 20 years.
It was great to spend time in School House talking and

20 years was hard to get my head around.

catching up with old class mates and teachers. In true Class

Walking up the driveway was literally a walk up memory lane

great night.

and it was amazing to be taken on a tour of the College

Sam Harris (OC1997)
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of ‘97 style we all kicked on at The Half Moon and had a

Class of 1987 - 30 year reunion
The night started with a tour of the Senior and Middle
Schools. Several of us noted how much brighter, spacious
and cleaner the renovated buildings were compared to
30 years ago.
Drinks and food followed in Harefield House for the next
two hours. Of the 40 of us in attendance, there were people
from USA, Norway, New Zealand, Gold Coast and Torquay,
plus possibly more! It was amazing how many of us still
looked the same (but I do need my eyes tested!).

Afterwards about half of us kicked on at The Half Moon, with
the highlight being Gretchen successfully modeling her year
12 dress.
All in all it was a great night and should be another top night
in five years time. For those on Facebook, please join us on
St Leonard’s Class of ‘87 group to help keep in touch. There
are 39 members already, let’s grow it!
Darren Page (OC1987)
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A History of St Leonard’s
Theatre Production
Barry Pemberton, Archivist

‘What is our theatre
production heritage, and
who was Roma Hart?’
I have been asked...

Full length stage productions probably stem from
1959 when the Senior and Middle School drama clubs
were established following the appointment of Mrs
Hillman, drama mistress, who stayed until the end of
1962. The Leonardian tells me that productions under
her and others’ guidance were As You Like It in 1960,
St Joan in 1961 and Boy With a Cart in 1962. The

St Leonard’s seems to have had links to the performing

Senior drama club also performed at the 1959

arts from the outset. Before Ida Mirams bought

Victorian Secondary Schools Drama Festival - the first

‘Harefield’ it was occupied by the eminent conductor

time St Leonard’s had participated - and the newly

and musician William Laver; and Head, Heart and Soul

formed madrigal group took part in a Chamber Music

tells us that our founding principal Lavinia Wallace’s

Evening at the Melbourne Teachers’ College.

father was also a conductor and music teacher, that
Lavinia was an accomplished pianist and singer, that

One important skill was the art of speech, for which by

her successor Rebecca Cullen had taught music at

1959 there were three teachers on staff. Legend has

‘Cromarty’, and that her sister Marjorie Cullen taught

it that the tower long room was sometimes used for

music as St Leonard’s until 1949.

this where, by backing further and further away from
the teacher while reading out loud, a student could be

Without early programmes it is impossible to say

shown how to control breathing, voice and diction so

what students might have performed publicly, but

as to be still heard and understood without shouting -

we do have one for the 1933 Christmas Concert.

invaluable on stage.

Junior and senior ‘choral speaking’ was featured
along with examples of physical culture and the play

The ‘Drama Club’ continued under Roma Hart,

The Swineherd. Sandwiched in the middle was the

appointed to teach Art of Speech in 1963, and the

Principal’s Report and Chairman’s Address, and at

Drama Club name remained on programs until 1976

the end came the distribution of prizes. The musical

when the wording was changed to St Leonard’s

appreciation class presented two items.

Presbyterian Co-Educational College presents…
Roma’s first production, The Barretts of Wimpole Street
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in 1964, was in St Leonard’s Church Hall, one of the

By her retirement in 1988 Roma had produced at

venues used at the time which also included the

least 20 annual plays and co-produced another six or

Hampton Community Hall and Haileybury’s Memorial

so musicals, as well as continuing speech night items

Hall. Indeed, on occasions in the 1960s and 70s,

and being involved with SLOCA’s Leonardian Players.

St Leonard’s girls took part in productions at both

The present name ‘Hart Theatre Company’ is indeed a

Haileybury College and Brighton Grammar. There

fitting tribute.

were also a number of awards. In 1970, Noni (Leoni)
Hazelhurst won best actress in the Sun - St Martin’s

So, how many school productions have there been

secondary school drama competition for her role in

altogether? It’s impossible to say, but well over 80

The Merchant of Venice, and in 1972 Frost on the Rose

plays/musicals since 1959, plus year level productions

was awarded Best Production in The Sun School

such as year 5 or 6, McMillan House, IB and VCE

Theatre Festival.

Theatre Arts productions, the Leonardian Players,
and all the fine concerts, music recitals, House Music

After the introduction of co-ed in 1972, what was

Competitions and other performances. What a truly

more appropriate for 1973 than The Happiest Days

magnificent output by founding, subsequent and

of Your Life, the highly entertaining story of the

current staff and students.

evacuation of St Swithins girls’ school to the boys
school Hilary Hall in wartime London. About this time
the current system of dramas and musicals started to
take shape with HMS Pinafore in 1971 and Oklahoma
in 1976. There was also excitement in 1977 when
the interior of Mirams was used as a location for,
and some of our students were seen in, the film Blue
Fire Lady. In this family adventure story the lead,
equestrienne Jenny Grey, was played by Cathryn
Harrison, Rex’s granddaughter.

Network October 2017 | 31

St Leonard’s College
163 South Road, Brighton East VIC 3187
stleonards@stleonards.vic.edu.au
stleonards.vic.edu.au
P (+61 3) 9909 9300
F (+61 3) 9592 3439
 /stleonards3187
 /stleonardscollege
 /stleonardscollege
ABN 52 006 106 556
CRICOS 00343K
Editor Andrew McAree

