
Film is a powerful and stimulating art form and practice. 
 
The IBDP film course aims to develop students as proficient interpreters 
and makers of film texts. Through the study and analysis of film texts, 
and through practical exercises in film production, the 
film course develops students’ critical abilities and 
their appreciation of artistic, cultural, historical and 
global perspectives in film. Students examine film 
concepts, theories, practices and ideas from multiple 
perspectives, challenging their own viewpoints and 
biases in order to understand and value those of 
others.

The film course is intended to be taught through 
dynamic cycles of inquiry, action and reflection.
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Assessment Overview
Film portfolio
Students at SL and HL undertake a variety of film-making exercises in 
three film production roles, led by clearly defined filmmaker intentions. 
They acquire and develop practical skills and techniques through 
participation in film exercises, experiments and the creation of at least 
one completed film. 

Textual analysis 
Students at SL and HL demonstrate their knowledge and 
understanding of how meaning is constructed in film. They do this 
through a written analysis of a prescribed film text based on a chosen 
extract (lasting no more than five minutes) from that film. 

Comparative study 
Students at SL and HL carry out research into a chosen area of film 
focus, identifying and comparing two films from within that area and 
presenting their discoveries as a recorded multimedia comparative study. 

Collaborative film project (HL only) 
Bringing together all they have encountered during the film course, students at HL work collaboratively 
in a core production team to plan and create an original completed film.

Careers
Study of the media can lead to a 
wide variety of different occupations, 
depending on your areas of special 
interest and skills. These can include 
careers as a journalist, multimedia 
developer, production designer, 
screen writer, publisher, film and 
television director, film and television 
critic, film and television producer, 
editor, copywriter, arts administrator 
or lighting designer, just to name 
a few. However, knowledge of the 
media and its technologies is a crucial 
component of communication in any 
career.
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